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This working group discussed opportunities for collaboration.  
Examples:
· Curriculum design

· Collaboration in clinical teaching facilities

· Multi-national research on health & environment (adults, children, wildlife, etc)

· Utilizing technology to increase collaboration (Internet-2, tele-conference, Wikis, Podcasts, etc)

· Student & faculty exchanges in Middle East

· Carrying out "pilot" project(s) 
· Involving specialized UN agencies, such as WHO, UNEP, UNITAR, UNDP, World Bank, etc.
· Sharing "best practices" and "success stories" (what works and what does not work)
· Access to information, publishing research

· Annual regional conferences/forums

Summary of Discussions:    Rapporteur: Barbara Nichols, CGFNA
OVERVIEW

Group II conducted a general discussion regarding opportunities for regional collaboration on curriculum, practice, and research in fields such as nursing, health and environmental challenges.   The group discussed implementation strategies emphasizing the need to include groups missing from the dialogue such as:  1) environmental professionals, 2) industrial hygienists, 3) organized medicine, 4) funders, 5) professional associations, and 5) the public.  By consensus, it was agreed that initial implementation projects should be chosen that create partnerships that build on projects already in progress or about to begin that assure success.  The group divided into discussion groups to address these matters and made recommendations in the following categories:

· Curriculum development

· Public education and advocacy

· Conducting Research

· Professional Practice

CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT

1. Plan an annual event where heads of schools of nursing and environment departments get together;


2. Prepare faculty to teach environmental health concepts through short-term courses and sabbatical leave


3. Add environmental health as a topical area for an on-going discussion item at the annual meeting of the Arab League for Nursing Deans group;


4. Identify and communicate knowledge and evidence needed to create curriculum addressing environmental health;


5. Clarify as to whether such content should be the basis for a new nursing specialty at the graduate level or added to the undergraduate curriculum;


6. Utilize the idea of curricula insertion points at the undergraduate level.  For example, insert information about toxic impact of pesticides at the cellular level when discussing neuro-physiology;


7. Coordinate student and faculty exchanges as a strategy to share knowledge;


8. Problem solving and critical thinking skills need to be an element of the curriculum;


9. Require students to do community service activities as a process for exposing students to issues in the environment that impact health;


10. Create a council comprised of Arab countries to identify, create, share curricula points to be used by the region as a whole.

CONDUCTING RESEARCH
1. Create and staff an electronic repository of studies to assist in dissemination of information;


2. Select no more than three high impact issues of shared concern to seek joint funding for collaborative studies;


3. Share methods and data collection tools;


4. Sustain collaborative research that includes public health concepts of epidemiology, prevalence and surveillance;


5. Study jointly the impact of environmental health on urbanization, water and air quality.


PUBLIC EDUCATION AND ADVOCACY

1. Create a public education committee, chaired by the Fulbright Academy of Science and Technology (FAST) and the Qatar Foundation, with representatives from science, industry, and universities to heighten awareness and maintain momentum for the environmental policy making arena;


2. Propose to governments the need for environmental health related public events, such as national non-smoking week; 


3. Develop mechanism for collaboration on health related campus events and media releases; 


4. Create a mechanism for complaint resolution and inform the public of the specific procedures for filing complaints;


5. Utilize research to drive national health policy by creating evidence and data that allows political traction for solutions regarding the environment and health to be sustained at a national level.

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE

1. Impact the work environment by including job responsibility(s) that include environmental content;


2. Use case studies as a means to facilitate active learning of those already in practice;


3. Add environmental issues as requirements for re-licensure and annual competency days.
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